


READING THE  DATA TABLE 

In this table you will find 

terms and abbreviations 

that might not be familiar 

to you.  To help we have 

provided the following 

information: 

 
Page 6— Abbreviations  

Page 6— Definitions  

Additional Information on: 

Page 4— Arsenic 

Page 5— Lead 

Page 4— Nitrates 

Page 5— Radioactive Con-
taminants 

Page 4— Secondary Con-
taminants 

Page 5— TTHMs 

http://www.epa.gov/region1/students/pdfs/gwc1.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/region1/students/pdfs/gwc1.pdf


WATER QUALITY DATA TABLE 
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Contaminant 

MCLG 
or 

MRDLG 
MCL, TT, 
or MRDL 

Your 
Water Range 

Sample 
Date  

Viola-
tion Typical Source 

        Low High       

Disinfectants and Disinfectant By-Products 

There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants 

TTHMs (ppm) N/A 0.080 0.079 0.054 0.111 2014 No By-product of drinking water chlorination 

HAA5 (ppm) N/A 0.060 0.034 0.006 0.063 2014 No By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Chlorine as Cl2 
(ppm) 

4 4 0.33 0.05 0.63 2014 No Water additive used to control microbes 

Inorganic Contaminants               

Nitrate [measured 
as Nitrogen] (ppm) 

10 10 1.8 N/A 1.8 2014 No 
Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from 
septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural 
deposits 

Arsenic (ppb) 0 10 1.7 N/A 1.7 2014 No 
Erosion of natural deposits; runoff from 
orchards; runoff from glass and electronics 
production wastes 

Barium (ppm) 2 2 0.16 N/A 0.16 2014 No 
Discharge of drilling wastes;  discharge from 
metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits 

Chromium (ppm) 0.1 0.1 0.001 N/A 
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Secondary Contaminants 

EPA has established National Secondary Drinking Water Regulations 

(NSDWRs) that set non-mandatory water quality standards for 15 con-

taminants (secondary contaminants). EPA does not enforce these 

"secondary maximum contaminant levels" or "SMCLs." They are estab-

lished only as guidelines to assist public water systems in managing their 

drinking water for aesthetic considerations, such as taste, color and odor. 

These contaminants are not considered to present a risk to human health 

at the SMCL.  See table below for UAF’s sampling for secondary contami-

nants.   For more information on these contaminants visit:  

http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/secondarystandards.cfm  

Secondary 
Contami- MCLG SMCL 

Your  
Water Range 

Sample 
Date  

Exceeds 
SMCL Effects above SMCL 

        Low High       

Iron (ppm) 0 0.3 0.051 0.023 0.127 2014 No Rusty color; sediment; metallic 
taste; reddish or orange staining 

Manganese  
(ppm) 

0 0.05 0.165 0.043 0.257 2014 Yes Black to brown color; black staining; 
bitter metallic taste 

Hardness 
(ppm) 

N/A N/A 330 306 344 2014 No Formation of scale on pipes and 
fixtures 

pH N/A 6.5-8.5 7.54 7.28 7.77 2014 No 
Low pH: bitter metallic taste; corro-
sion; high pH: slippery feel; soda 
taste; deposits 

If you would like to learn more about the water on campus, the UAF Utilities Water Treatment 

Plant provides tours to the campus community throughout the year.  If you would like a tour of the plant, please contact 

Utilities at 907-



Radioactive  

Contaminants 

Certain minerals are radi-

oactive and may emit a 

form of radiation known 

as alpha radiation. Some 

people who drink water 

containing alpha emitters 

in excess of the MCL over 

many years may have an 

increased risk of getting 

cancer.    

 

UAF sampled during 

2014  and did not exceed 

the MCL for alpha emit-

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead


 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is a Land, 

Sea, and Space Grant university and an 

international center for research, education, 

and the arts, emphasizing the circumpolar North 

and its diverse peoples.  UAF integrates 

teaching, research, and public service as it 

educates students for active citizenship and 

prepares them for lifelong learning and careers. 
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