




Lab Kit 
 
Lab Manual and supplementary readings are contained within Blackboard. 
 
Chemistry in Context, 10th Edition (American Chemical Society) 
 
This nationally designed text is part of the “Science Education for New Civic Engagement and 
Responsibility” curriculum approach. While there is less memorization of chemical facts, there is 
more thought about how the science is part of everyday life and policy. The text is organized into 
several sections based on current social and political issues. The ecosystem services of air, water, 
food, and energy provide a relevant framework to define chemical language and describe matter 





Readings should be done early in the week. The discussion board posting and pre-lab (usually a 
preview of the lab materials and a short preparatory activity) are due Thursdays by 11:59 p.m. 
Most work is due on the Monday of the week by 11:59 p.m.  Check the Course Calendar for 
special due dates that are notated in blue. 

You are expected to spend at least 12 hours a week on this class. If you do, and you plan and use 
that time well, you will almost certainly pass the class. It will probably take more like 15 hours a 
week to earn an A. 



of us get to know your community and local manifestations of chemical concepts. General 
guidelines for grading are as follows: 

Points Original Post (7 pts) 
3 demonstrates your understanding of a chemical concept under study 

2 local (to global) examples / relevance / manifestations / perceptions of 
the concept 



refrain from using the Internet to answer questions and only use the Textbook as your sole 
reference. 
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You will be asked to purchase a take-home chemistry kit. 

Each week that there is a lab, there is usually a pre-lab. Watching an introductory podcast that 
will help you complete the lab is part of the pre-lab, which also includes reading the lab, 



Read the NPR article and write a 1-page (double-spaced) summary that addresses one of the 
topic paragraphs from the article that expresses your perspective.  Provide at least one reference 
that supports your stance.   
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Electronic mail is usually the best method of communicating for all. When contacting me by 
email, include: Chem 100X and the subject (e.g., Lab 1) in the subject line.  Inquiries from 
students will be acknowledged promptly—usually in less than 24 hours.  If you have not 
received a response within 2 working days (48 hours) you may contact the Chemistry 
Department for assistance.  Graded assignments will be returned within a week of their due date. 
Pre-labs that require feedback will be returned by Saturday. Office hours are a time when I will 
be available by the contact methods listed at the top of this syllabus.  Assignments and tests will 
be graded and returned with any feedback within one week after the due date.	
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To check your grades and find comments from your instructor, click on the My Grades link in 
the sidebar menu. All the assignments and their due dates are listed. To see details of your 
grades, click on the green check mark or the underlined score in the grade column. If the score is 
for a test or quiz, you will see a View Attempt page where you can click on the check mark or 
your score to see results and feedback. If the score is for an assignment, this will take you to a 
Review Submission History page where you will see all your work turned in and graded to that 
point. 
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Students are expected to complete the weekly assignments by their due dates. If circumstances 
arise that cause you to need extra time on any assignment(s), please contact me 
(clwhittle@alaska.edu) to make arrangements. Extensions of due dates may be granted, but must 
be planned in advance. (Emergency situations will be dealt with as needed.) Students are 
expected to maintain a working backup plan to be implemented in the event of a computer 
malfunction or an interruption of their normal Internet service during the course. Late work will 
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The grade “I” (Incomplete) is a temporary grade used to indicate that the student has 
satisfactorily completed (C or better) the majority of work in a course but for personal reasons 
beyond the student’s control, such as sickness, s/he not been able to complete the course during 
the regular semester. As according to UAF grading policy, negligence or indifference are not 
acceptable reasons for an “I” grade. 

 

First day of instruction/late registration begins Monday      
Aug 23 

Deadline for 100 percent refund of tuition and fees Friday           
Sept 3 

Deadline for student-initiated and faculty-initiated drops (course 
does not appear on academic record) 

Friday           
Sept 4 

Students’ Progress Reports due Mon                
Oct 4 

Deadline for student-initiated and faculty-initiated withdrawals 
(“W” grade appears on academic transcript) 

Friday            
Oct 29 

Deadline for faculty to post grades Wed             
Dec 15 

  

!2d?(OIX'6,7,&B&-,S Students should keep up-to-date on the university’s policies, 
practices, and mandates related to COVID-19 by regularly checking this website: 
https://sites.google.com/alaska.edu/coronavirus/uaf?authuser=0  

Further, students are expected to adhere to the university’s policies, practices, and mandates and 
are subject to disciplinary actions if they do not comply. 
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UAF Help Desk 
Go to http://www.alaska.edu/oit/ to see about current network outages and technology news. 
For technical questions, contact the Help Desk at: 

• e-mail at helpdesk@alaska.edu   
• phone: 450-8300 (in the Fairbanks area) or 1-800-478-8226 (outside of Fairbanks) 
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Student protections statement: UAF embraces and grows a culture of respect, diversity, 



affiliation or belief, genetic information, or other legally protected status. The University's 
commitment to nondiscrimination, including against sex discrimination, applies to students, 
employees, and applicants for admission and employment. Contact information, applicable laws, 
and complaint procedures are included on UA's statement of nondiscrimination available at 
www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination. For more information, contact:  

UAF Department of Equity and Compliance 

1692 Tok Lane, 3rd floor, Constitution Hall, Fairbanks, AK  99775 
907-474-7300 
uaf-deo@alaska.edu 

Additional syllabi statement for courses including off-
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