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the book before the lectures will be important for you to participate in classes.  The Monday 
(typically) classes will review answers from the quizzes.  These weekly quizzes are a very 
important part of the course as they will help you to stay current with and to understand the 
material of the course.  The course also has a laboratory section to give experimental examples of 
the concepts you learn in class. 

Grading Structure (points):  Your course grade will be based on the total points of the hour 
exams, the final exam, the quiz scores, reading questions, laboratory (see below), and possibly 
extra credit from reading questions (see below).  Material assigned in readings, in lecture, in 
laboratory, or in homework problems may appear on an exam.  The maximum number of points 
for each is given below: 

Exercise Points 
Hour exams (100 points each) 300 
Final exam 100 
Quizzes (8 at 5 points each) 40 
Weekly answer to in-class question (14*3pts = 42 pts, 
but two of these points will be extra credit) 

40 

Pre-class video questions 20 
Laboratory 150 
Total 650 
Extra credit: Reading questions (10 of these XC 
points + 2 XC points from in-class questions 

+12



personal reasons beyond the student’s control, such as sickness,  has not been able to complete 
the course during the regular semester.  Negligence or indifference are not acceptable reasons for 
an “I” grade. 

COVID-19 statement: Students should keep up to date on the University’s policies, practices, 
and mandates related to COVID-19 by regularly checking this website: 

https://sites.google.com/alaska.edu/coronavirus/uaf/uafstudents?authuser=0 

Further, students are expected to adhere to the university’s policies, practices, and mandates and 



Video/Reading Assignments and Video Questions: I will assign the video and reading (on the 
order of five pages) for the next class through the blackboard web system within a couple hours 
of completion of a class.  Watching the video and doing this reading as preparation for the class is 
critical to being able to follow the material in the class and allows the lecture to reinforce your 
reading.  During-class problems then further the learning, and the weekly quiz provides frequent 
checks.  In preparation for most classes, I will ask (via Blackboard) a brief video question.  There 
will be 30 of these questions, each graded as one point.  Twenty of these points will count 
towards the normal point total, and up to 10 points will be extra credit to reward you for careful 
reading of the book.  Therefore, I list 20 points as in the normal points and 10 points of extra 
credit for the total 30 points of reading questions. 
Laboratories: As a part of this course, we will carry out a set laboratory experiments that will 
help you to see experimental examples of the concepts you are learning in class. The laboratory 
experiments are graded on participation in the laboratory meeting (via Zoom during the normally 
scheduled time or in-person if possible), completion of pre- and post-lab work, and brief written 
laboratory reports assigned as a part of the post-lab work.  Specific grading procedures are 
described in the first laboratory session and through a handout at that time. 

Grading: Tentative Grade Scale (If you get at least 90%, you are guaranteed an “A”. I may elect 
to set the grade cutoffs lower, but we will not set them higher.) I will not be using +/- grading. 

Grade Percentage 
A 90 % 



Summary of Resources:  
!"#$%&'(Bill Simpson, NSF 186, 474-7235, wrsimpson@alaska.edu  )
*+,-../)0,1)2"3,4) log into the blackboard system: https://classes.alaska.edu/ —syllabus, 
sample exams and solutions, solutions to 


